PROJECT CASE STUDY

PENNOVATION: The Permanent Impermanence

Post-industrial sites are often remnant urban fabric of increasing value, as cities

expand and density replaces sprawl. But these often riverfront sites are also the sites

of contamination from earlier eras when environmental concerns were outweighed

by the potential of commerce. The University of Pennsylvania’s new technology and

innovation campus proposed new life for a former DuPont factory which had spoiled
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As with so many former
industrial sites, a lack of
regulation in centuries past
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Site contaminants
required isolation if
human engagement with
the landscape was to be
realized. In a process of
determining the depth
of a potential soil cap,
so too was the need for
understanding what would
grow over the cap and aid

in isolation, reparation,
and rejuvenation.
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hold, while serving as new
environmental stewardship
and urban pollinator
landscape. Permanent

site lines to the central

core will be preserved

to ensure visibility from

two key vantage points,
while the remainder of
thesite is considered for
future expansion if/when
opportunity allows.
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